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V. MARY, MOTHER OF THE POOR

W

riting to the Philippians, St. Paul made the effort to
create more communion in a community where some
members counted themselves better than others (Ph. 2:1-3).
He advised them not to get caught up in their own interests
but to pay attention humbly to others (v. 4). Thus it is
among us. The sense of belonging and love of the Congregation comes from this attention which excludes all personal
vanity.
How can we not mention Mary, mother of the poor? At
Cana she noticed that the wine was nearly finished and by a
simple remark, almost like a prayer, she got a response from
her son. She knew that Jesus could fill the emptiness and
lead the assembled community to rejoice and believe in him
(Jn. 2:1-11). Such are the dimensions of the love which “seeks
even to obtain material benefits, not for their sake alone which is
nothing, but for the spiritual consolation of souls”28.
Only the completely unselfish and humble soul is capable of
such attention. To live the vow of poverty today leads us to
sing the Magnificat with Mary because, with her, we contemplate the mysteries of the Lord: “He casts the mighty
from their thrones and raises the lowly; he fills the starving
with good things and sends the rich away empty” (Lk. 1:5253).
28

Fr. Libermann “Commentary on the Gospel of St. John”, commentary Jn.2:3.
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Globalisation has no doubt liberalised the markets, but the
gap between rich and poor widens every day. Today the
hike in the price of basic foodstuffs like cereals and sugar
leaves the most vulnerable behind. The dignity of the human person is totally disregarded. Who can accept such a
situation? Poverty suffered is a revolting evil which cannot
be ignored.

1.2 In the light of the Gospel and our Founders

W

hen Jesus of Nazareth began his ministry, he was
able to observe his contemporaries. The parables of
the rich man and Lazarus (Lk. 16:19-25) and of the Last
Judgement (Mt. 25:31-46), reflect a society riddled with inequalities. Jesus not only announces a Kingdom where there
is a place for all and no distinction based on wealth, but he
comes close to the lepers rejected from their villages and to
the blind whom he presses to keep quiet. He understood
that the battle against poverty begins necessarily by being
close to people so as to understand their suffering. The parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:29-37) reflects his own
attitude of compassion and care in the face if distressing
situations, not worrying about or being limited by social or
racial differences. His enemies drew attention to his scandalous behaviour: here is a man of God full of wisdom who
does not respect the Law on the pretext of being on the side
of outcasts. From the beginning of his ministry Jesus chose
to be in solidarity with the weakest members of society
(Lk. 4:16-21).
The prophetic life of Jesus has influenced thousands of men
and women of all times, of all culture and of all religions,
people like Mahatma Ghandi and Mother Teresa of Calcutta. The little-known story of Father Jacques Laval could

3

